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About the 
DeSoto Area 
Chamber of Commerce

Founded in 1962, the DeSoto Chamber of
Commerce understands that in order to have a
strong economic environment, you must have
a strong community. We are truly fortunate to
have leaders, business owners, elected
officials, educators, and citizens who realize
we all share in the responsibility of creating
economic success and happiness within our
community.

The chamber's goal is to create an
environment that stimulates growth in the
economy, increases prosperity for businesses
and residents, and enhances the quality of life
for all through the support and commitment of
its members, volunteers, and committees. The
Chamber is proud to host events and
programs throughout the year to support the
business community - from networking to
customer service to helpful information.

 
Tools of Engagement
See or hear something interesting during the
event? Share it on social and tag DeSoto ISD

@DeSotoISD @DeSotoISD @DeSotoISD
LIKE  |  SHARE  |  FOLLOW



The DeSoto Independent School District is
pleased to provide the 2023 State of the
District update to stakeholders and guests of
the DeSoto Chamber of Commerce.

With the support of the DeSoto ISD Board of
Trustees, staff, and community who continue
to actively take part in providing high-quality
educational experiences, to DeSoto ISD
scholars, the district is poised to continue to
soar above and beyond towards excellence.
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DeSoto ISD Board of Trustees

Cynthia Watson-Banks, Place 1
Chasiti McKissic, Place 2
Karen Lacy, Place 3
Abe Cooper Jr., Place 4
James Durham, Place 5
Dr. DeAndrea Fleming, Place 6
Traci McNairy, Place 7

DeSoto ISD Administration

Dr. Usamah Rodgers, Superintendent of
Schools
Gene Morrow, Deputy Superintendent
Dr. Violet Dean, Chief of Human Capital
Management
James Thomas, Chief of Maintenance &
Operations
Tiffanie Blackmon-Jones, Chief
Communications Officer
Stephanie McCloud, Chief Academic Officer
Dr. Silvia Martinez, Exec. Director of
Administrative Services
Bessye Adams, Comptroller
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DESOTO ISD
CORE VALUES

DeSoto ISD Vision

The vision of DeSoto ISD is to inspire
curiosity and consciousness, develop
character, build courage, and nurture
compassion.

DeSoto ISD Mission

The mission of DeSoto ISD is to ensure
students, without exception, learn and grow
at their highest levels.
 
DeSoto ISD Values

Every Student
Relentless Equity
Unconditional Belonging
Collective Excellence
Courageous Learning
Community Greatness

 

DeSoto ISD Board Goals

The DeSoto ISD Board of Trustees
established the district's educational goals
to guide the design and progress of 
student achievement.

CCMR
The percentage of high school students
who graduate college, career, and military-
ready will increase from 36% (May 2019) to
62% by May 2025.
 
Early Literacy
The percentage of students at the Meets
level on the third-grade STAAR reading
exam increases from 25% (May 2019) to 65%
in May 2025.

Early Numeracy
The percentage of students at the Meets
level on the third-grade STAAR math exam
increases from 31% (May 2019) 
to 53% by May 2025. 

Individualized Growth
The percentage of students in elementary
and middle school who meet their individual
growth goals in both math and reading on
NWEA MAP will increase from 22% (in
February 2020) to 50% by May 2025. 

http://www.desotoisd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=165774&pageId=24926981
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DESOTO ISD
SCHOOLS

Early Childhood
Amber Terrace Design and Discovery Center*
224 Amber Ln. | DeSoto, TX 75115

*Opening Fall 2023

Elementary Schools
Cockrell Hill Elementary School
425 S. Cockrell Hill Rd. | DeSoto, TX 75115
Phone: 972-230-1692

Frank Moates Elementary School
1500 Heritage Blvd. | Glenn Heights, TX 75154
Phone: 972-230-2881
 
The Meadows Elementary School
1016 The Meadows Pkwy. | DeSoto TX 75115
Phone: 972-224-0960

Woodridge Elementary School
1001 Woodridge Dr.  | DeSoto, TX 75115
Phone: 972-223-3800

 

Middle Schools
Curtistene S. McCowan Middle School
1500 Majestic Meadows Dr. | Glenn Heights, TX
75154 | Phone: 972-274-8090

DeSoto West Middle School
800 N. Westmoreland Rd. | DeSoto, TX 75115
Phone: 972-230-1820

Specialized Campuses
Katherine Johnson Technology 
Magnet Academy
1200 Academy Way | DeSoto, TX 75115
Phone: 972- 274-8026

Ruby Young Personalized STEAM Academy
707 Young Blvd. | DeSoto, TX 75115
Phone: 972-223-6505

High School
DeSoto High School
600 Eagle Dr. | DeSoto, TX 75115
Phone: 972-230-0726

K-12 Schools
Alternative Education Program
204 E. Belt Line Rd. | DeSoto, TX 75115
Phone: 972-223-2242

 

http://desotoisd-cockrellhilles.ss10.sharpschool.com/
http://desotoisd-moateses.ss10.sharpschool.com/
http://desotoisd-meadowses.ss10.sharpschool.com/
http://desotoisd-woodridgees.ss10.sharpschool.com/
http://desotoisd-mccowanms.ss10.sharpschool.com/
http://www.katherinejohnsontma.desotoisd.org/
http://www.katherinejohnsontma.desotoisd.org/
http://www.katherinejohnsontma.desotoisd.org/
http://rubyyounges.desotoisd.org/
http://desotoisd-desotohs.ss10.sharpschool.com/
http://desotoisd-daep.ss10.sharpschool.com/


6,300 Scholars
1,000 Employees
10 Campuses
23 Square Miles

74.4 % African American
20.9 % Hispanic
1.9 % White
0.2% American Indian
2.3 % Two or More Races
81 % Economically Disadvantaged
Diverse and multicultural student body
representing more than 35 counties and
20 languages

604 Bilingual/ESL Education
2, 593 Career and Technical Education
618 Gifted and Talented Education
832 Special Education

DeSoto ISD by the Numbers

Students by Demographic

Students By Program
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About DeSoto ISD 
 
DeSoto ISD is a public independent school
district serving more than 6,300 students
with 1,000 employees. 

The district houses 10 campuses serving
students from early childhood through
graduation. 

The District’s 2021 Be The Future Strategic
Plan focuses on equity, access, and
excellence in an effort to provide a holistic
and well-rounded educational experience to
students and families in DeSoto, Glenn
Heights, and Ovilla.

 
 

 

DESOTO ISD
ABOUT

http://desotoisd.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=24925809
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SUPERINTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS

ACADEMICS        |        ARTS        |        ATHLETICS

Her work has created an opportunity for thousands of students to earn a high school diploma, an
Associate degree, and industry-recognized certifications. 

Dr. Usamah Rodgers is a dynamic educator with a career that spans more than 20 years. Dr. Rodgers
was named the best K-12 Education Leader in 2020 by The Advocate, a national organization that is
devoted to advocating for education equity, reform, and innovation. She was named Teacher of the Year
in 1998 and Principal of the Year in 2009. 

Dr. Rodgers has also received awards from various organizations namely the NAACP, National Council of
Negro Women, and the University of Texas at Austin. Dr. Rodgers is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. and the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. 

Throughout her distinguished career, Dr. Rodgers has presented at numerous national, state, and local
conferences speaking to thousands regarding the importance of access, advocacy, equity, and
excellence.

Dr. Usamah Rodgers was named Superintendent of Schools in DeSoto ISD
in May of 2022. 

Prior to being named superintendent, she served as a deputy chief in the
second-largest school district in Texas. 

Dr. Rodgers is a thought leader, collaborator, innovator, designer, and
disruptor. Most notably Usamah Rodgers is highly regarded for her work
designing, launching, and leading one of the largest implementations of the
Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-TECH) program in the
United States. 
.



DeSoto ISD is working to reshape the full pre-kindergarten through post-grad experience for
scholars and families and is focused on creating a system that is responsive to the interests
and gifts of every student while also creating learning experiences that reflect professional
industries in a modern world.

Academically, DeSoto ISD continues to take significant steps forward towards excellence with
an improved TEA Academic accountability rating each year for the last three years. DeSoto
ISD is now one of the higher-rated school systems in the Best Southwest.

Every elementary student in DeSoto ISD attends an A or B Rated school according to TEA.
The DeSoto ISD is working to ensure the continued improvement of every school in the district
as it works to develop great programs and learning experiences for scholars and their families
rooted in the DeSoto ISD Triple-A Experience.

DeSoto ISD has strong hands-on, project-based learning for K12 scholars that includes cross-
curricular STEM education, immersive dual language programs, early childhood programs, and
increasing student and staff access to technology and tech-based curriculum and learning
resources.

DeSoto ISD has one of the metroplex's largest offerings in career and technical education,
preparing students for careers with certifications and licensing but also college readiness with
programs like our Early College that provides students free access to college courses
including books and transportation and an opportunity to earn an associate degree or 60
college credit hours.

The last three graduating classes in DeSoto ISD averaged roughly $15M in scholarships which
speaks to how the district is preparing scholars for post-grad experiences.

The District reintroduced choice programs that will grow and expand to advance as the district
moves forward into the future.

ACADEMICS
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TRIPLE-A
EXPERIENCE

ACADEMICS        |        ARTS        |        ATHLETICS
DeSoto ISD is continuing to clarify and define the Triple-A Experience for its school community and

scholars. The Triple-A Experience gives credence to the district’s holistic and well-rounded
approach to educating scholars through academics, arts, and athletics and is an opportunity to more

deeply engage students and their families in the educational offerings available in DeSoto ISD.

http://desotoisd.org/choice
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DeSoto ISD offers a K-12 arts-immersive curriculum for students interested in an arts-
focused academic experience.

DeSoto has been named one of the best communities for arts education seven times
by the NAMM Foundation.

Arts scholars travel and compete nationally and internationally in a multitude of fine
arts disciplines.

Choral scholars are training under highly decorated instructors including two-time
GRAMMY-nominated and GRAMMY award-winning Choir director Pamela Dawson
who was selected for excellence in Music Education.

DeSoto ISD band programs are headed by a nationally recognized director, Delton
Brown, and are a launch pad for students’ ability to pursue music at the collegiate level.

DeSoto ISD dance programs under the direction of Regina Tucker, who performed
professionally as a Dallas Cowboys Cheerleader and collegiately at Prairie View A&M
University, continue to shine on stage winning a 2023 state championship title before
advancing to nationals in Florida this year.

DeSoto ISD theatre programs offer full-scale productions of classical and
contemporary pieces designed to give students front-of-house, center-stage, and back-
of-house experiences.

ARTS
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DeSoto ISD is challenging and preparing its scholars both on and off the court or field. 

The district has won more than 20 state championships including this year's football title,
back-to-back girls' basketball state titles, a boys' basketball state title, and a host of titles in
girls' track.

DeSoto High School football captured the program's second state title in 2023.
DeSoto High School boys' basketball made its fourth trip to the state tournament in 2023.
DeSoto High School girls' basketball advanced to state for the third consecutive year in
2023.
DeSoto High School girls' track advanced to state again in 2023, adding to the team's 18
titles.

DeSoto ISD has a regular cadence of scholar-athletes transitioning to college athletics at
major colleges and universities and some going on to compete nationally and internationally
at the professional level.

DeSoto High School football standout and alum turned NFL Pro Athlete and former super
bowl MVP Von Miller had his high school jersey retired at Eagle Stadium before fans and
regularly returns home to give back to the community through Von Miller Day, his annual
Von's Vision project which provides free eye exams and glasses to DeSoto ISD scholars, and
other contributions and donations to both the City of DeSoto and the DeSoto ISD.

DeSoto High School Girls' Basketball Coach Andrea Robinson accumulated 500 career wins
in 2022. In 2023, DHS Boys' Head Basketball Coach Richard Bacon exceeded the 700-career
win mark and DHS Head Football Coach Claude Mathis exceeded 150 wins.

DeSoto High School Boys' Basketball Coach Richard Bacon was named to the McDonald's
All-American games coaching staff during the 2023 festivities and led his team to victory on a
national stage in Houston, Texas, an event in which some of the NBA's biggest and brightest
stars transitioned from high school hoops to college basketball's creme de la creme of top-
tier programs.

ATHLETICS
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Volunteer In 
DeSoto ISD

Sponsorship  
in DeSoto ISD

STATE OF THE
DISTRICT
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Career and Technical Education
Programmatic Partnerships with area
businesses and industry partners

Volunteer and service projects for area
businesses, non-profits, churches, and
other such entities

Donation of goods, services, or financial
contributions to support district programs,
initiatives, and student experiences

Tutoring, mentorship, or reading programs
to support district scholars

As DeSoto ISD plans for the future, the district
has some emerging opportunities for
members of the community to engage with its
local public school system and have a direct
impact on student educational experiences.

While the district is focused on getting core
educational experiences at a top-tier level for
students and families, it is also establishing a
means by which to address students'
peripheral needs essential to their growth,
development, and exposure to experiences
they may not otherwise receive.

Areas of Opportunity
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